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and spontaneity meet opportunity to make magic.”

Questions from the audience included, “Tell us about the Works Vol. 1 and

2” tour got fast-witted, brief answers, “It was a $3,000,000 loss,” received

with laughter. Other questions showed the breadth of knowledge (or lack

thereof) of the audience members with respect to Lake’s entire

discography, but all questions were answered and only time constraints for

the start of the next show at 8:30 prohibited more.

The audience was so engaged that Lake promised that “if you go home

and ask your questions of me on Facebook, tonight after the evening is

over, I promise I’ll answer them.” With his sincere intent to share his

history, and the audience eager to hear it, it’s no wonder that the

90-minute show flew by all too soon.

Lake has a collection of six platinum and five gold albums (http://www.artist-

shop.com/manticore/) that represent a singularly positive turning point in

rock music. Standout solo instrumental breaks, powerful vocals displaying

intense musicality, and an on-stage synergy with band mates, live in

concert are but a few hallmarks of the Lake collective works. It’s enough

to write a book about, and he’s done just that.

Before this show, it was easy to think you “knew” Greg Lake, or what he

was all about, given this singer/songwriter’s best work. You’ve sung along

to “21st Century Schizoid Man”; you’ve rocked your head and swayed

your body in time to “Lucky Man”; or you’ve closed your eyes as

“Moonchild” echoed hauntingly on the stereo. You’ve imagined a dimly lit

Paris street lined with cafés as you’ve heard, “C’est la vie.” It’s even

better to enjoy the music when you hear the origin of songs and hear the

best vocals and guitar, along with by an intelligent, but not overpowering,

backing track.

For those new to the One World Theatre (http://www.oneworldtheatre.org

/home.html) , it operates as a nonprofit entity and represents a labor of love

for founder Hartt Stearns, a UCLA graduate and accomplished musician

himself, on a personal mission (together with his wife Nada) to bring

diverse musical styles to the Bee Cave bungalow, slightly hidden away in

Austin’s hills. The secret is out, though, and the theatre is now a

destination venue for entertainers and audiences.

Greg Lake’s biography, “Lucky Man” is being released next week,

beginning with the first of three volumes. It’s available on his web site, and

the format is initially as an audio book. The hardbound complete book

should be available by the end of the year. Forty years later, now is your

chance to meet and share time with one of the most gracious and humble

men, part of this stellar body of work from King Crimson and Emerson,

Lake, and Palmer.
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